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During this time of year, | always look forward to Christmas and the
New Year holiday. | wrote about Christmas the year before last, so
you may know that it is a public holiday in Singapore because we
are a multicultural society.
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Of the 11 public holidays Singapore has, nine celebrate our cultural and religious
diversity. We have two days of Lunar New Year holidays for the Chinese community,
as well as Hari Raya Puasa and Hari Raya Haji for the Malay/Muslim community.
Hindus celebrate Deepavali, the Festival of Lights; Buddhists commemorate the birth
of Buddha on Vesak Day; and Christians honor the crucifixion and birth of Jesus
on Good Friday and Christmas Day. The three remaining holidays are National Day,

Labour Day, and New Year' s Day.
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While | miss having Christmas as a holiday in Japan, | appreciate that in addition to
the 16 national holidays Japan has, there are extra days off during the New Year
period. In Singapore, adults return to work and children go back to school to start the
new school year on January 2.
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This year, many of us can look forward to a long 9-day New Year break. | hope 2025
has been a good year and may 2026 be an even better one for you and your family.
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