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You probably already know many English filler sounds like: “oh” “uh” “um” “eh” “ah.” They usually
have the same meaning in English and Japanese and many other languages. Though the filler
sounds have spellings, they are not words. They are simply grunts and hums and exclamations.
They usually have an emotional meaning, like “OH" means surprise.

HBEHLITICZLDoh” “uh” “um” “eh” “ah” & EDHEEBED [filler] OB ZHN D> TCWVDTL LD, I
SEE. REBEBABEMDXZIDEZBCRILARKERSEXT, [filler] [CEFANILAHOFIRIH. SFE
'C(Et&SD?EL/uo &(Z. [grunts] Thums] [exclamations]) REDDRETSETI, Oh" HEEZZ ALK
FTDRDIC. INSDEELEBRFKRIENZRREKND DRI,

However, English also has real filler words. These words have no meaning at all. People use them
when they stop to think about the next word to say. My favorite filler word is“like.” “Like" literally
means that two ideas are similar. For example, “A dolphin is like a fish”means that dolphins are
similar to fish.
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O)Zlié@ KT ZDDEDHMUTNDEWVNDRIKTY ., I=2EX (R [A dolphin is like a fish.] &l&k. 1
JILADRICETVND I EEZEKUE T,

However, many young people use “like”incorrectly. They prefer to use it as filler with no meaning.
This often makes older people very annoyed. Once, after doing poorly on a test at school, | told
my mother ‘| think | got like . . . a bad grade.” She became annoyed and said “Like? Was it a good
grade or bad grade?” Neither : | got an 80%.
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HizEBVET] ESWVE U, BEEI5. [ RLODBLDE>BERLRD? ] ESWVWEHLE. BSKEHEE
< HENBORT U,

Does Japanese have words that youth use differently than older people? Do filler words change
over time in Japanese too?
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