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Hello, Yugawa! Spring will soon arrive, so soon we can enjoy
a beautiful Yugawa Village.

| want to talk about endings, beginnings, and relationships.
The time around New Year is a mixture of sadness and hope.
It is the time that things slow and come to an end; yet, it is also a time of promise.

| have worked in Yugawa for two years, as an ALT, and | have enjoyed every
day | spent with you all. The middle school students are bright and interesting,
and they will go far. Being the judge for the newspaper modeling show was
fantastic. The children at the kindergarten and preschool are energetic and
always lifted my spirits. | played tag with the kindergarteners for the first time in
30 years and | felt happy, too. When | didn’t understand something, they helped
me. | think those kinds of experiences are important. We have had so much fun
—it was a pleasure to spend time with them. The teachers have been kind and |
learned from them as well. The preschool teachers are amazing. The workers at
the Board of Education have been so helpful and welcoming.

So | am sad that it will come to an end. But there is always a hope in endings
because beginnings always bring something new. When | went back home to see
my family, | realized that there are so many opportunities around us. | realized
that relationships are the most important things in life, and we should do our best
to take care of them. Let’s all do our best!

| hope that the relationship | built with the children of Yugawa was a good one
—as a teacher, my sincerest wish is that students grow into their potential. It is
tending a seed that you won’t see flower; but, you hope all the same. May our
relationships grow while our loved ones are still here to enjoy them. And may
good beginnings come from each ending.
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